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M aking Poverty Reduction a Reality: W hat is M issing for Fulfilling the M DG s ? 

Through an expansive cross-country study, a new  IPC publication analyses the gap betw een strong political 

com m itm ent and slow  progress tow ards m eeting the M D G s. 

 
B rasilia, 24 O ctober 2008 – In A re the M DG s Priority in Development Strategies and A id Programmes? 

O nly a Few  A re!, Prof. Sakiko Fukuda-Parr analyses w hether the gap betw een strong political com m itm ent and 

slow  progress tow ards m eeting the M illennium  D evelopm ent G oals (M D G s) is due to a w eak appropriation of 

the M D G s by developing countries.  Based on 22 developing countries’ Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers 

(PRSPs) and the policy fram ew orks of 21 bilateral program m es, this IPC w orking paper brings out tw o m ajor 

findings:  

 

• It highlights the com m on priorities of m ost developing countries in fighting poverty: econom ic 

grow th, social im provem ents and good governance. It suggests that the im plem entation of 

m ost national M D G -oriented program m es in developing countries should be review ed, paying 

m ore attention to som e neglected objectives of the M D G s. They also should be m easured by 

quantitative indicators. 

 

• It contributes to the debate on the M D G s by distinguishing three functional uses of the global 

goals: as consensus objectives, as m onitoring benchm arks, and as planning targets. The inclusion 

of the M D G  agenda into a developing country’s poverty reduction strategy is not necessarily a 

sign of “ow nership” of the M D G s. A ctually, very often, these targets are not accom panied by 

coherent action plans.  The author concludes by calling on the international com m unity to 

develop a m ore consistent approach tow ards the local incorporation of M D G s into national 

planning.  

 

Read the full publication at: http://w w w .undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCW orkingPaper48.pdf  
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A t the 2000 U N  M illennium  Sum m it, w orld leaders from  rich and 
poor countries alike com m itted them selves - at the highest 
political level - to a set of eight tim e-bound targets that, w hen 
achieved, w ill end extrem e poverty w orldw ide by 2015. 

The IPC has been increasingly concentrating its applied research 
on the M D G  agenda. It has also been gearing up to provide m ore 
training on M D G -related analysis and policym aking.  
 
See below  a list of recent publications: 
 
Can w e A ccurately Project M DG  Indicators?                                                                                                           
Clic: http://w w w .undp-
povertycentre.org/pub/IPCO nePager68.pdf  
Rafael G uerreiro O sório. O ne Pager# 68. O ctober 2008.  

A lternatives for Projecting M DG  Indicators                                                                                                  
Clic: http://w w w .undp-
povertycentre.org/pub/IPCTechnicalPaper2.pdf  
Rafael G uerreiro O sório. Technical Paper # 2. A pril 2008.  

A dditional inform ation:  
http://w w w .undp-povertycentre.org/mdg.do 
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A s a developm ent 
econom ist, her w ork focuses on policies for 
equitable developm ent using a m ultidisciplinary 
approach. Betw een 1995 and 2004, she w as director 
of the annual U N D P H um an D evelopm ent Reports. 
She is founding editor of the Journal of H um an 
D evelopm ent: A lternative Econom ics in A ction and 
is on the editorial board of Fem inist Econom ics. She 
spearheaded U N D P's policy w ork on technical 
cooperation effectiveness and capacity building. She 
led the 1993 publication “Rethinking Technical 
Cooperation, Reform s for Capacity Building in 
A frica”—one of the m ost com prehensive review s of 
the subject, and the 2002 revisit, “Capacity for 
D evelopm ent; O ld Problem s, N ew  Solutions.” She 
has held m anagem ent positions in U N D P in A frica 
and w orked at the W orld Bank as an agricultural 
econom ist.  
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Text adapted from  the N ew  York School U niversity 

w ebsite. 
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The International Poverty Centre is a global centre for South-South Cooperation on developm ent 
policy applied research and training.  189 countries are part of the IPC’s know ledge-sharing 
netw ork. 9 publication series are launched by the IPC covering 7 research program m es and 16 
them atic areas. 2 new  publications are w eekly dissem inated. Training Sessions, Study Tours and 
Conferences organized by the IPC have already involved m ore than 7.000 representatives of 
around 50 developing countries. M ore than 100 A dvisory M issions have been carried out by IPC 
researchers.  M ore than 1500 research centres are partners of IPC in 106 developing countries. 

�Visit our w ebsite: http:///w w w .undp-povertycentre.org  
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Contacts: 
Francisco Filho (English, Portuguese) / Pauline Cazaubon (French, Spanish)  
Com m unications O ffice, International Poverty Centre 
E-m ails: francisco.filho@ undp-povertycentre.org / pauline.cazaubon@ undp-povertycentre.org  
W ebsite: http://w w w .undp-povertycentre.org/pressRoom  
Phone num bers: +55 (61) 2105 5036 or +55 (61) 2105 5000 
Fax: +55 (61) 2105 5001 
A ddress: Setor Bancário Sul, Quadra 1, Bloco J, Edifício BN D ES, 10º andar 70076-900  

   Brasília – D F, Brasil  
  
 

Rights and Permissions 
 
A ll rights reserved.  
 
The text and data used in IPC publications can be reproduced as long as the source is cited. Reproductions for 
com m ercial purposes are prohibited.  
 
IPC publications dissem inate current research results to foster the exchange of policy ideas about the m ain 
developm ent topics. The docum ents are signed by the authors and m ust be cited this w ay. The results, 
interpretations and conclusions expressed in these docum ents are the authors’ responsibility. They do not 
necessarily represent the opinions and view points of the International Poverty Centre, IPEA , and U nited N ations 
D evelopm ent Program m e (or their adm inistrators, directors, or countries they represent).  
 
A ll publications are available at the address: http://w w w .undp-povertycentre.org, and signatures can be done 
through the e-m ail address: povertycentre@ undp-povertycentre.org 
 


